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Please note:

In the presentation the following abbreviations will be used:

OC(s) - Official Control(s)

CA(s) – Competent Authorities

MS(s) – Member State(s)

OCR – Official Controls Regulation

OV(s) – Official Veterinarian(s)

NC – non-compliance
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“Official certification” 
(Reg. EU 2017/625 - art. 3.25)

“The procedure by which assurance concerning compliance 

with one or more requirements laid down in the rules referred 

to in Article 1(2) is provided by the competent authorities” 

[substantially identical to the one in Reg (EC) n. 882/04] 
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Official certification shall result in the 
issuance of:

• official certificates or

• official attestations [in the cases 
provided for in the rules referred to in 
Article 1(2)]. 

That’s 
new!
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Reg (EU) 2017/625 (art. 2.1)

“activities performed by the CAs, or by the 

delegated bodies or the natural persons …, in 

order to verify:

….

that animals or goods meet the requirements 

laid down in the rules referred to in Article 1(2), 

including for the issuance of an official 

certificate or official attestation”

Official certification is part of Official Controls:
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Notably
Official controls performed with a view of an official 
certificate or attestation issuance shall be carried out 
irrespective of the level of risk or the likelihood of non-
compliance
(The frequency of OCs should be established by the CAs having regard 
to the need to adjust the control effort to the risk and to the level of 
compliance expected in the different situations, … .

In some cases, however, and in view of the issuance of an official 
certificate or attestation which is a pre-requisite for the placing on the 
market or for the movements of animals or goods, Union agri-food 
chain legislation requires that official controls be performed 
irrespective of the level of risk or the likelihood of non-compliance. In 
such cases, the frequency of the official controls is dictated by the 
certification or attestation needs – 32° Whereas)
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Delegation of certain tasks (art. 86.2)

CAs, in respect of the relevant requirements about the delegation 
of official tasks, may delegate certain OCs related to

• the issuance of official certificates or 

• official attestations, or 

• the official supervision on operators issuing an official attestation 
(when required by the Regulation)

Signature and issuance of official certificates cannot be 
delegated (art. 88.1)
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“Official certificate” 

“a paper or electronic document
signed by the certifying officer and 
providing assurance concerning 
compliance with one or more 
requirements laid down in the rules 
referred to in Article 1(2)”
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“Official Attestation”

“any label, mark or other form of 
attestation issued by the operators under 
the supervision, through dedicated official 
controls, of the competent authorities or 
by the competent authorities themselves, 
and providing assurance concerning 
compliance with one or more 
requirements laid down in this Regulation 
or in the rules referred to in Article 1(2)”

9



The Official certification process

Request for an official 
certificate issuance (by 

the operator or a 
Competent Authority)

The CA carries out the 
appropriate Official 

controls to verify 
compliance with the 

relevant requirements 

In case the verification 
process demonstrates  

that all the relevant 
requirements are fulfilled 

An official 
(paper/electronic) 

certificate is issued and 
signed by the 
Competent 

Authority/officer
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Scope

Council Directive 96/93/EC of 17 December 1996 on the 
certification of animals and animal products is repealed, 

but…
…General principles and requirements concerning official 
certification and official attestation are extend to certification 
of any kind of goods and animals to which the rules referred 
to in Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) n. 2017/625 apply 
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Certifying officer

Shall be:

• designated by CAs

• impartial, free from any conflict of interest, 

• trained on the rules with which compliance is to be certified and 
on the technical assessment of compliance with those rules as 
well as with the relevant rules on certification

[Problem: sometime rules with which compliance is to be certified 
are difficult even to find out (e.g. third Countries legal 
requirements)]
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General principles – ground for certification

Certifying officer shall certify only data 

• of which they have personal knowledge 
obtained through an official control or 

• another official certificate issued by the 
CAs
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Export and pre-export certificates

These principles shall apply 
to official certificates which 
are requested from the CA 
of a MS of dispatch by the 
CA of a MS of destination in 
respect of consignments of 
animals and goods which 
are to be exported to third 
countries. (art. 87(b))
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General principles – ground for certification

Whenever rules referred to in Article 
1(2) do not forbid it, certifying officer 
shall certify data 

• ascertained by another person so 
authorized by the CA and acting under 
its control, provided that the certifying 
officer can verify the accuracy of the 
data, or
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General principles – ground for certification

• obtained from the operators’ own control systems, verified 
in the framework of regular OCs, that the certifying officer 
consider to be a sound basis demonstrating that the 
conditions for issuing the official certificate are met
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The Official certification process

Request for an official 
certificate issuance (by 

the operator or a 
Competent Authority)

The CA carries out the 
appropriate Official 

controls to verify 
compliance with the 

relevant requirements 

In case the verification 
process demonstrates  

that all the relevant 
requirements are 

fulfilled 

An official 
(paper/electronic) 

certificate is issued and 
signed by the 
Competent 

Authority/officer

The certifying officer acquires
the relevant official 

certification from an other CA  
guaranteeing the respect of 
the applicable requirements 

Verify the accuracy and 
reliability of the data
ascertained by other 
authorized persons

Verify and assess the 
operator’s own check 

system and the  
relevant data
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Reliability of official certificates (art. 89)

Official certificates shall

• Be clearly and uniquely identified [by mean of a unique 
code]
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Reliability of official certificates

• Be complete in any part [they will not be 
signed if blank or incomplete]

• Be easily and clearly understandable by 
the certifying officer and the third part to 
which the certificate is addressed [they 
will be drawn up in one or more 
languages understood by the certifying 
officer and, where relevant, in one of the 
official languages of the (Member) State 
of destination]
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Reliability of official certificates

• be authentic and accurate;

• Ensure the link between the certificate 
and 
• the certifying officer, 

• the issuing CA/the issuing Authority

• the date of issue, 

• the issuing authority and 

• the consignment, lot or individual animal 
or good to which the certificate refers
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Implementing Reg. (EU) 2019/628

concerning model official certificates for certain animals and 
goods lays down:

• Requirements for model official certificates not submitted in 
IMSOC (art. 3)

• Requirements for model official certificates submitted in 
IMSOC and (art. 4)

• Rules for replacement certificates (art. 5)
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Official certificates not submitted in IMSOC
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Different 
colour for 

the 
signature 
and the 
official 
stamp 

from the 
printing 
colour

a single sheet of paper

several indivisible sheets of paper 
constituting an integral whole

a sequence of numbered pages, each 
bearing the unique code identifying the 

certificate, the signature of the certifying 
officer and the official stamp

or

or

The certificate 
shall be issued 
before the 
consignment to 
which it relates 
leaves the control 
of the CAs issuing 
the certificate



official certificates submitted in IMSOC
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The model official certificates for the entry into the Union of animals and goods 
originating from third countries or regions thereof shall be based on the model 

official certificate laid down in Annex I to Reg 628

the model of official certificates 
shall include the specific health 
guarantees and the information 
which are required by Union 
legislation for the entry into the 
Union. 

The official certificate shall be 
submitted in IMSOC before 
the consignment to which it 
relates leaves the control of 
the CAs of the third country 

issuing the certificate



Replacement certificates

24

Issued by CAs following administrative errors in the initial certificate or where the 
initial certificate has been damaged or lost

It shall not modify 
information in the 
initial certificate 
concerning the 
identification, 

traceability and 
health guarantees 
of consignments 

and shall:

make clear reference to the unique code and the date of 
issue identifying the initial certificate, and clearly state 

that it replaces the initial certificate

have a new certificate number different to that of the 
initial certificate

be presented in its original to the CAs, except in the case 
of electronic replacement certificates submitted in IMSOC



Electronic certificates and use of electronic 
signatures

The Commission is empowered, by means of implementing 
acts, to lay down rules for the issuance of electronic 
certificates and for the use of electronic signatures (art. 90)
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The Commission implementing Reg. 
(EU) 2019/1715 lays down the 
requirements for the issuance of 
electronic official certificates for 
consignments of animals and goods 
entering the Union (art. 39)



Import electronic certificates
Shall be issued in:
• TRACES or
• a MS’s national system capable of exchanging data with TRACES or
• a third country or an international organization's electronic 

certification system capable of exchanging data with TRACES or with a 
MS’s national system

• shall be signed with an advanced or qualified electronic signature; 
• shall bear the advanced or qualified electronic seal of the issuing CA 

or of its legal representative; 
• shall use a qualified electronic time stamp.
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Export of animals and goods - Electronic 
certificates and use of electronic signatures

Electronic certificate are already part of the agreement with 
several third Countries.

Electronic signature should be as 
well part of the agreement with 
the concerned third Country when
it is part of the Official Certification
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Official attestation

• General principles are the same as per official 
certification

• In case official attestations are issued by an operators, 
the CAs shall supervise their issuance. 

• CAs shall perform OCs to verify that the operators 
issuing the attestations comply with the conditions laid 
down in the relevant rules and that the attestation is 
issued based on relevant, correct and verifiable facts 
and data
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Official certification vs. Official attestation
Official certification Official attestation

Certifying officers shall be impartial, free from any 
conflict of interest and appropriately trained

Staff performing OCs to supervise the issuance of 
official attestations or the staff involved in the 
issuance of those official attestations shall be 
impartial, free from any conflict of interest and 
appropriately trained

Official certificates shall be signed based on:
• direct knowledge by the certifying officer of up-to-

date facts and data
• facts and data ascertained by another person 

authorised for that purpose by, and acting under the 
control of, the CAs, provided that the certifying 
officer can verify the accuracy of such facts and data

• facts and data obtained from the operators’ own 
control systems, complemented and confirmed by 
results from regular OCs

CAs shall perform regular OCs to verify that:
• the operators issuing the attestations comply 

with the conditions laid down in the relevant 
rules

• the attestation is issued based on relevant, 
correct and verifiable facts and data
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Official certificate vs. Official attestation

requisite Official certificate Official attestation

bear a unique code X O

Are signed only if complete in all parts X O

Are written in one or more of the languages understood by the 
person in charge with its issuance and, where relevant, in one of the 
languages of the (Member) State of destination

X X

Are authentic and accurate X X

Permit the identification of the person who signed them and the 
date of issue 

X O

Permit to link the document to the issuing authority and the 
consignment, lot or individual animal or good covered by the 
document

X X(1)/O

(1) where they relate to a consignment or a lot 
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Preventive measures

The competent authorities shall take all appropriate measures 
to prevent the issuance of false or misleading official 
certificates or the abuse of official certificates (art. 89.2)
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Enforcement measures (art. 138.5)

The CAs, in the case of issuance of false or 
misleading official certificates or in the case of 
abuse of official certificates, shall take appropriate 
measures, including:

• (a) the temporary suspension of the certifying 
officer from its duties;

• (b) the withdrawal of the authorisation to sign 
official certificates;

• (c) any other measure to prevent a reoccurrence
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Conclusions

• Official certification, meaning the procedure by which assurance 
concerning compliance with one or more legal requirements is 
provided by the CAs, is part of OCs

• In addition to “official certificate”, issued by the CAs, “official 
attestation” may be issued by the operators under the supervision of 
the CAs or by the CAs themselves

• Requisites and criteria for the issuance of official certificates and 
official attestations are established as well as

• CAs’ responsibilities in preventing the issuance of false or misleading 
certificates
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Thank you for your 
attention
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